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In the keynote presentation, I shall investigate current official use of Indigenous language 

place names and the effects of toponymic history on the process of officializing Indigenous 

place names (or toponyms). Challenges involved in the official recognition and restoration of 

Indigenous language toponymy will be discussed and analyzed within the framework of 

contemporary place name policy research and linguistic landscape theory. 

   

I shall use examples from the Sámi region of the Arctic as a starting point when discussing the 

politics of place naming in Indigenous areas. I shall, in addition, also highlight the way in 

which naming process reflect asymmetrical power relations, the history of toponymic 

silencing and the impact of toponymic colonialism.     

    

In order to be able to interpret and better understand current opposition to Indigenous place 

names, it is necessary to consider the role of toponymic history, which has a significant 

influence on the contemporary situation. As Byrnes (2001: 13) notes, ”history is never a linear 

narrative of the past, disconnected from the present. […] The stories of the past are 

inextricably connected to those of the present.“ 

 

The presentation will be an example of how, in the field of place name research, new 

approches are being employed in the study of questions relating to Sámi and other Indigenous 

place naming. The presentation will, therefore, be an example of the decolonization process in 

this particular field of research, a process that I have chosen to call toponymic decolonization. 
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