
Introducing language aware schoolscape in Sami schools / Associate professor phD Inker-Anni 

Linkola-Aikio, Sámi allaskuvla 

 

The concept of schoolscape was introduced in the realm of educational anthropology by Kara Brown. 

The term schoolscape is used to cover school-based material environments where text, sound, images 

and artifacts “constitute, reproduce, and transform language ideologies” (Brown, 2012: 282). Research 

on the schoolscape provides new information about the linguistic practices and interlanguage 

hierarchies in bilingual and indigenous minority language education. Schoolscapes can be analyzed as 

reflections of the relative status of different languages in a school. I analyzed the position and 

appearance of the Sámi language. The research was conducted in a upper-secondary school in Sámi 

core area. The position of the Sámi language in the schoolscape illustrates the hierarchy between the 

Sámi and Norwegian languages, the historical position of the Sámi language in Norway, and the 

current language policy in the area. The significance of the Sámi language in the schoolscape is 

symbolic. In addition to educative tasks, the Sámi language is used for highlighting the Sámi school 

profile and school’s indigenous identity. This hierarchy was reflected in the student interpretations of 

the schoolscape. This study shows that more attention should be paid to the literal visibility of Sámi 

language. Research findings emphasize that language awareness and language aware practices should 

be implemented in Sámi schools in order to realize indigenous language underpinning education. 

 
 


